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VIFOR PHARMA FERROPORTIN INHIBITOR ENTERS
PHASE-I CLINICAL TRIAL

VIFOR PHARMA ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT VIT-2763, THE FIRST-EVER ORAL FERROPORTIN
INHIBITOR FOR PREVENTING IRON OVERLOAD, WILL ENTER CLINICAL DEVELOPMENT WITH A
PHASE-I STUDY AT THE BEGINNING OF MARCH 2018. FIRST RESULTS FROM THE STUDY ARE
EXPECTED IN THE SECOND HALF OF 2018.

VIT-2763 is an orally administered small molecule developed by Vifor Pharma. Intended for daily
administration, VIT-2763 has the potential for treating diseases with impaired iron metabolism. Ferroportin is
an iron transporter that plays a key role in regulating iron uptake and distribution in the body and thus in
controlling iron levels in the blood. At the molecular level, VIT-2763 binds to ferroportin and blocks it to
prevent excessive iron release into the blood. Pre-clinical evidence serving as the basis for the clinical
development of VIT-2763 revolves around its efficacy for reducing elevated blood and tissue iron levels and
for restricting iron uptake in patients suffering from conditions in which iron metabolism is altered.

“As announced in our 2017 half-year results, we are on track in the development of VIT-2763, the first-ever
oral ferroportin inhibitor with the potential to prevent iron overload,” said Stefan Schulze, Vifor Pharma Group
President of the Executive Committee and COO. “We are leveraging our proven expertise in iron metabolism
to create innovative medicines that have great potential to improve patients’ health and quality of life.”

A Clinical Trial Application (CTA) was submitted in November 2017 for a phase-I clinical trial to investigate
the safety, tolerability, pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of VIT-2763 on iron metabolism and blood
levels when administered in single and multiple doses in healthy volunteers. It was approved on 19
December 2017.
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Vifor Pharma Group, formerly Galenica Group, is a global specialty pharmaceuticals company. It aims to become the
global leader in iron deficiency, nephrology and cardio-renal therapies. The company is the partner of choice for specialty
pharmaceuticals and innovative patient-focused solutions. Vifor Pharma Group strives to help patients around the world
with severe and chronic diseases lead better, healthier lives. The company develops, manufactures and markets
pharmaceutical products for precision patient care. Vifor Pharma Group holds a leading position in all its core business
activities and consists of the following companies: Vifor Pharma; Vifor Fresenius Medical Care Renal Pharma, a joint
company with Fresenius Medical Care; Relypsa; and OM Pharma. Vifor Pharma Group is headquartered in Switzerland,
and listed on the Swiss Stock Exchange (SIX Swiss Exchange, VIFN, ISIN: CH0364749348). For more information,
please visit www.viforpharma.com.

Vifor Pharma, a company of the Vifor Pharma Group, is a world leader in the discovery, development, manufacturing and
marketing of pharmaceutical products for the treatment of iron deficiency. The company also offers a diversified portfolio
of prescription and non-prescription medicines. Vifor Pharma’s operational headquarters are in Zurich, Switzerland, and
the company has an increasingly global presence and a broad network of affiliates and partners around the world.

About VIT-2763

VIT-2763 is the first-ever oral ferroportin inhibitor. Developed by Vifor Pharma, VIT-2763 binds to ferroportin at
the molecular level and blocks it to prevent excessive iron from being released into the blood. In pre-clinical studies, VIT-
2763 has shown great potential for reducing elevated blood iron levels, alleviating anaemia in conditions of ineffective
formation of red blood cells and reducing disproportionate iron absorption in patients suffering from iron overload.
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